A novel equipment bridge for helicopter transport of critically ill patients.
A three-piece equipment bridge designed to simplify transfer of critically ill patients by helicopter or land ambulance is described. A lightweight, support frame is first secured onto a standard stretcher while still allowing access to the patient. An equipment module can then be attached to the frame. Emergency access to the patient is quickly achieved by detaching the equipment module, while ventilation and monitoring continue uninterrupted. The unit is fully self-contained and has a low centre of gravity to assist stability.